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PASTORAL CARE:

Welcome and Hospitality

Gathering Prayer

Leader: Dear Lord, We come before You, seeking the grace to open our hearts to love,
understanding, and compassion. Help us to embrace one another with kindness,
breaking down barriers that divide us. May our hearts be filled with Your light, guiding
us to share Your love with the world. Grant us the strength to listen and the courage
to act in unity. Amen.

Scripture | Isaiah 54:2 and Hebrews 13:2

Isaiah Enlarge the space for your tent, spread out your tent cloths unsparingly; lengthen
your ropes and make firm your pegs.

Hebrews Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares.

Quiet Reflection

e What does it feel like to be welcomed? e In what ways can we en|arge the tent' in
* What ways do you welcome friends into  our Archdiocese, in our parish

your home? communities, and in our neighborhood?
e How would you welcome a stranger?

Sending Prayer

Leader: Lord, our God, source of all life, you reveal yourself in the depths of our being,
drawing us to share in your life and love. Bless each of us as we respond to
your Spirit’s invitation to open wide the doors to Christ. Make the doors of our
hearts, our homes, and communities wide enough to receive all who need
human love and fellowship, narrow enough to shut out all envy, prejudice,
and pride. Let us hasten to welcome the stranger, and so welcome your Son.

We make this prayer in his name, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. ARCHDIOCESE
oNEWARK




